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tours and punished several other sections during the
summer. Next winter another column under
Captain Blake with two guns was sent up to assist
Vincent, when a Naga fort was captured near Kho-
noma, and the two officers with a strong force visited
Kohima and part of the eastern Angami country,
being opposed at Kekrima village, where the Angamis
fought well in the open, and Vincent only won after
what the official reports styled " a bloody battle."

Many arguments now took place over two lines
of policy, namely, retaining military hold of the
hills, or abandoning them entirely ; the latter course,
from economical considerations, being finally adopted,
all troops wrere withdrawn entirely from the hills
and their immediate vicinity, the Nowgong border
being protected by a line of outposts from Golaghat,
namely, Borpathar, Mohun Dijoa, Asaloo, Gunjong,
and the tribes were left to riot at their own sweet
will. It is amusing and interesting to note the
immediate and natural results of this policy. Reports
of those days show the jubilant Nagas when once
they realised they were left alone, celebrated the
new conditions by making twenty-two serious raids
that year into British territory, i.e., down into the
main Assam valley where the tea industry was pro-
gressing. This alone showed the impracticability of
non-interference ; yet in spite of the urgent protests
of the frontier officials, and requests to be allowed
to make reprisals, the game went on until 1862, when
the Commissioner represented to Government the
intolerable state of affairs. It was four more years
before this simple matter was definitely taken up,
and Government then directed a strong outpost to